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     Navigate                 Serve           Engage            Worship 

Sunday Fellowship & Food Coffee and Doughnut fellowship is in the Gathering Area at 8:30 am.  

Join us for Easter Brunch today between services (9:00 - 11:00)  

Growing  Christ-Centered Community 

in a Distracting World 

CTL News, EASTER: April 5, 2015 

Welcome to Central United Methodist Church on this Easter Sunday.  Today in 

worship we will hear the story of Jesus’ resurrection from the scriptures as we 

sing hymns of our faith that attest to God’s amazing love and power.  There are 

so many things to say about Easter and Jesus’ resurrection, but one thing is for 

sure: everything changed on that resurrection morning so many years ago.  The 

Bible teaches us that person after person who experienced the resurrection had 

their lives changed:  Mary Magdalene, John, Peter, Thomas, etc.  

The question that lies in front of us today on this Easter Sunday is how the 

resurrection will change our lives.  On one level we know that because of the faith of Jesus and his 

death and resurrection, our lives are changed because of his gift of eternal life.  Consider your life in 

the here and now of today; how is God calling you to be different because of the resurrection and the 

promise of life?   

I hope that as we worship the God of new life that each of us will receive a message from the Holy 

Spirit that will inspire us, shape us and challenge us to life differently for the sake of Jesus Christ’s love 

in the world.  I hope that when Monday, April 6th rolls around we will still be living the resurrection 

faith! 

THE SHARP POINT 

Living the Life: Living Differently -  

New Sermon Series after Easter!  

 

What we find in the Gospels is that when people meet Jesus their 

lives are changed.  For some this change is dramatic and life-long; 

we can think of the disciples in this regard.  Others meet Jesus and struggle with how to 

receive him; the lives of the Pharisees come to mind.  Still other people meet Jesus and 

we do not know how their lives are changed; the people Jesus fed, the people he cured, 

etc.   The point of the Gospels is to demonstrate how Jesus was the Son of God and how 

meeting him was to meet God and to be different because of that meeting.   

In the weeks following Easter Sunday, we will spend our Sunday mornings in worship 

hearing stories from the Bible about people whose lives were changed because of the 

resurrection even as we consider how God calls each of us to live differently because of 

Jesus.  I know that my life was changed when I took God’s grace seriously and truly be-

lieved that God loved me and wanted the best for my life.  One of my friends describes 

how her life was changed when she remembered that Jesus was her best friend and she 

returned to her faith.  Is your life different because of Jesus?  Are you living differently 

because of the resurrection?    



201 University Blvd NE    Albuquerque, NM 87106 (505) 243-7834   www.centraltolife.org 

Services broadcast on KAZQ-Sunday, 11 am & 7 pm 

Get connected! Sign up for Central Connections, our weekly electronic newsletter, at 

www.centraltolife.org or send an email to Mary Lust at maryr@centraltolife.org. 

Upcoming Events  

United Methodist Women General Meeting, Saturday, 

April 25, 9:00am.  "A Garden Party" Luncheon & Silent 

Auction Fundraiser Saturday, May 2, 11am.  

Women of the Word - New Study: Grace Wednesday, 

April 8th 9:30am.  

4th Annual Woman’s Retreat Saturday, April 25th - 

Sunday, April 26th.  

Mission Mandate: Growing  Christ-Centered Community in a Distracting World 

Serve: calls us to action. At Central we believe 

that each person is called to serve others. From 

packing lunches for the hungry, visiting shut-in 

members of the congregation or assisting with 

our various caring and outreach ministries there are a 

multitude of ways to serve as Jesus taught.  

Navigate  is a term that reminds us that the 

journey we are on takes some intentional focus 

on direction. At Central we want each person in 

our congregation to be involved in a ministry that 

helps them “navigate” their life by knowing Jesus more 

fully.  Central offers a number of Bible studies, Sunday 

school classes and other groups to guide the journey.  

Worship We are called to worship God, to give 

God thanks and to re-orient our lives through 

worship away from sin and toward grace.  

Worship alongside other people deepens community, 

grows relationships and helps us refocus our lives.  

Worship is the fundamental practice of the Christian and at 

Central we want every member and friend of our 

congregation to be part of one of our worship services.   

Engage Simply put, as disciples of Jesus 

Christ we are invited to ENGAGE everything 

in our lives from the perspective of being a 

person of faith.  ENGAGE is an attitude that we carry into 

the world, it is a way of seeding each day and it has 

everything to do with putting our faith into practice.  This 

level of commitment is what Jesus meant when he invited 

his would-be followers to take up their cross and follow 

him.  Jesus’ invitation is still relevant today. 

Living the Life: Living Differently 

Worship Venues: 8:30 & 11:00am Classic, Sanctuary; 9:45am New Day Contemporary, Life Center.  
 

Community of Hope South Lawn, 1:00pm for a meal, prayer, music, sharing the Word, and Holy Communion.  

Enjoy the  

Convenience of 

Electronic Giving…A 

Greener  Approach to 

Contributions! 

Church Staff                        Rev. Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Janet Norden, Associate Pastor 

Mary Chavez Lust, Director, Ministries and Operations 

Jerri Foster, Director, Sanctuary Music Ministries 

Traci Bailey, Navigate Ministries, Adult & Children 

Scott Carver, Navigate Ministries, Youth & Young Adults 

Scott Zila, Facility Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Bookkeeper/Admin Assistant  

Youth & Young Adult Ministries Contact Scott Carver, 

243-7834 or  scottcarver@centraltolife.org.  

TODAY:  Sunday School: 9:45-10:55am  
            NO Youth Group due to Easter  
Confirmation Sunday:  April 12  Please join us as we 

celebrate our 2015 confirmands during all three morning 

worship services.   

30 Hour Famine:  April 24-25 Calling all students to join 

us as we fast for 30 hours and help feed the hungry!   

Plant Fundraiser: April 26 Mark your calendars...our 
youth are selling a variety of plants here at Central. All 
proceeds support our Youth 2015 trip to Orlando this 
summer.   

Young Adult Group: Wednesday nights at 7:30pm at 

the Carvers.  Contact Scott for directions and details. 

Children’s Ministries Contact Traci Bailey, 243-7834 or  
at tracib@centraltolife.org.  
 

Sunday School, 9:45 -10:45am, 4 yr olds - 5th grade 
 

Children's Choir Sundays from 8:45 - 9:30am  

Central: Growing Christ-centered community in a Distracting world… 
through these four Mission Strategy Compass Points:  

http://www.centraltolife.org/
http://www.centraltolife.org/#/give
mailto:scottcarver@centraltolife.org
mailto:TraciB@CentralToLife.org

